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Michael Knox, Executive Liaison
Downtown Commission

June 20, 2014

Downtown Commission Recommendation 20140618-005 — Project Connect

The Downtown Commission endorses the Project Connect team’s recommendation for the Locally Preferred

Alternat
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ive with the following additional recommendations:

We recommend the City of Austin and Cap Metro ensure that existing bus services, which are
used disproportionately by low-income populations, are not cut to fund the operational
expenses of the rail line.

We support the work of the City’s housing/transit/jobs action team and recommend the City act
swiftly to adopt robust policies and programs for producing and preserving affordable housing
along the corridor. Not only will these policies be extremely important for ensuring that low-
income households can access the new transit investments and are not pushed out to areas of
the region without transit access, but these policies will also be important in the competition for
the federal New Starts funds.

We recommend the inclusion of a multi-modal signature bridge across Lady Bird Lake as part of
the project.

Approval: June 18, 2014
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